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Thank You Notes & Texts
A Collaboration of JPRO and Hadar

1. Our work and our community are stronger because of you
Babylonian Talmud Baba Batra 21a
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She-ilmalei hu nishtakhah Torah mi-Yisrael, she-ba-tehilah mi she-yesh lo av melam’do Torah...
ve-tikein she-yehu moshivin melam’dei tinokon be-khol medinah u-medinah u-ve-khol ir va-ir.

If it were not for [Yehoshua son of Gamla], the Torah would have been forgotten from Israel, for

in the beginning one’s parents would teach them Torah... [but Yehoshua] instituted school
teachers in every city and every town!

2. Thank you for being generous with your time

Babylonian Talmud Sukkah 49b
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Gedolah gemilut hasadim yoter min ha-tzedakah: tzedakah be-mamono, gemilut hasadim bein
be-gufo bein be-mamono.

Kindness is greater than charity, for charity can be done only with one’s money, but kindness
can be done with one’s person and one’s money.
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3. Thank you for building bridges
Genesis Rabbah 76:9
AWAd INXY nYy

Asah atzmo ke-gesher.

[When Jacob got his family across the river in two camps ahead of his murderous brother
Esau,] He made himself a bridge.

4. Thank you for sharing your wisdom
Mishnah Avot 1:4
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Yose ben Yoezer ish Tzeredah omer: “Yehi veitkha beit va’ad la-hakhamim, ve-hevei mitabeik
ba-afar ragleihem, ve-hevei shoteh va-tzama et divreihem.”

Yose son of Yoezer of Tzeredah says: “Let your home be a meeting place for sages, sit in the dust
at their feet, and drink thirstily their words.”

5. With gratitude for all that you do to make our dreams a reality
Genesis 41:13
22,1709 WK N
Va-yehi ka-asher patar-lanu, kein hayah.
Just as [Joseph] had interpreted our dreams, so it happened.

6. The future will be brighter because of you

Siddur, blessings before the Shema
JMINT NN 1290 DT YRR (Y 7Y YT IR

Or hadash al Tziyon ta’ir ve-nizkeh khulanu meheirah le-oro.

Shine a new light on Zion, and may we all merit its light soon!
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7. You made the impossible possible

BREN

Zechariah 14:7
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Ve-hayah yom ehad hu, yivada [-Adonai, lo yom ve-lo layla, ve-hayah le-et erev yihyeh or.

It will be one continuous day—God knows when—neither day nor night, and in the evening
there will be light!

8. You help us grow

Psalm 92:13
DAY 1272 TIND ;N9 NI L7 TY

Tzaddik ka-tamar yifrah, ke-erez bal’vanon yisgeh.

Arighteous person shall flourish like the palm-tree; they shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

9. Your attention to detail makes big things happen

Proverbs 4:7
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Reishit hokhmah, k’neih hokhmah, u-ve-khol kinyanekha k’neih vinah.

The beginning of wisdom is to acquire wisdom, with all your acquisitions acquire
understanding!

10. Thank you for taking a risk

Esther 5:2
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Va-yehi khir’ot ha-melekh et Esther ha-malkah omedet be-hatzer, nas’ah hein be-einav.

[In an act of extreme bravery, when Esther approached the King uninvited,] The King saw
Queen Esther standing in the courtyard, and she found favor in his eyes.
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11. Your creativity elevates our work
Mishnah Avot 2:8
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Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh—ma’yan ha-mitgaber... Im yihyu khol hakhmei Yisrael be-khaf
moznayim... ve-Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh be-khaf sh’niyah, makhri’a et kulam.

R. Elazar son of Arakh is an everflowing stream... If all of the sages of Israel were on one side of
a scale... but R. Elazar son of Arakh was on the other, he would outweigh them all.

12. Your behind-the-scenes work makes everything possible
Psalm 104:19
NN YT Wy DTYing N nvy

Asah yarei’ah le-mo’adim, shemesh yada mevo’o.

[God] made the moon for the seasons, the sun knows where it sets.

13. Thank you for believing in my idea
Psalm 121:3
AMNY DI77R 720 viRY DX
Al yitein la-mot raglekha, al yanum shom’rekha.
He will not let your foot stumble, your guardian does not sleep.

14. Thank you for listening

Song of Songs 8:13
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Ha-yoshevet ba-ganim, haverim makshivim, le-kolekh hashmi’ini.

O you who linger in the garden, friends are listening; let me hear your voice.
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15. You put the “fun” in fundraising
Exodus 35:21
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Va-yavo'u kol ish asher nesa’o libo ve-khol asher nad’vah ruho oto heivi’u et terumat Adonai.

And everyone who excelled in ability and everyone whose spirit moved them came, bringing to
God their offering.

16. Thank you for making kindness a priority

Babylonian Talmud Sotah 14a
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Torah: tehilatah gemilut hasadim, ve-sofah gemilut hasadim.

The beginning of Torah is acts of kindness, and its end is acts of kindness.

17. Your feedback is helping me grow

Babylonian Talmud Ta’anit 7a
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Mah barzel zeh ehad mehaded et havero, af sh’nei talmidei hakhamim mehadedin zeh et zeh
be-halakhah.

Just as one iron sharpens another, so too two disciples of the sages sharpen one another in
learning
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18. Thank you for diving in head-first

Babylonian Talmud 37a
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Kafatz Nahshon ben Aminadav va-yered la-yam tehilah.

Then, in jumped [the prince of Judah] Nahshon ben Amminadab, and descended into the
[Reed] sea first, [and only then, did the sea split].
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